
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Landmark 1-2-3 glory for the 

PEUGEOT 3008DKR on 2017 Dakar 

Rally 
 
The brand new PEUGEOT 3008DKRs of Peterhansel/Cottret, 
Loeb/Elena and Despres/Castera completed the 2017 Dakar 
Rally’s 9,000-kilometre run through Paraguay, Bolivia and 
Argentina on the top three steps of the final podium in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina. Today’s landmark one-two-three result takes 
PEUGEOT’s score on the famous cross-country rally to six 
outright victories and is ideally timed to coincide with the 
launch of the new Peugeot 3008 SUV’s career across the world. 

 
RED, WHITE AND BLUE 
Thirty years after its initial Dakar Rally success in 1987, Peugeot 
provided another demonstration of its know-how with an 
assertive one-two-three finish on this year’s event in South 
America. Peterhansel/Cottret, the most successful crew in the 
event’s history, flew the French tricolour high and proud as they 
steered their PEUGEOT 3008DKR over this year’s challenging 
route which included high-altitude running, tougher navigation 
and appalling weather. The 2017 rally turned out to be a close, 
drama-packed affair with numerous leader changes and 
exceptionally small gaps at the order’s sharp end from start to 
finish. 

 
A NEW RECORD FOR STÉPHANE ‘MONSIEUR DAKAR’ 
PETERHANSEL 
They say 13 is unlucky for some, but Stéphane Peterhansel is 
unlikely to subscribe to that theory now that he has beaten his 
own record and taken his personal tally of Dakar Rally wins to 13 
in total (six on two wheels, seven on four wheels). Stéphane 
Peterhansel and Jean-Paul Cottret produced a near-perfect run 
this time round to clock up their seventh success together, 
allowing the latter to register a new record for co-driver victories. 

 
FAST-LEARNING WORLD CHAMPIONS  
Sébastien Loeb/Daniel Elena demonstrated impressive progress 
on only their second Dakar Rally outing. In addition to emerging 
as the fastest crew of the fortnight, they combined shrewd pace 
management with strong navigational skills. Their chances of 
victory took a blow on Day 4, however, when an engine issue 
cost them 26 minutes, proving cruelly decisive in the final 
reckoning. The Franco-Monegasque pair ended up second overall 
for the second year running and posted the highest number of 
fastest stage times (five from 10).  
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FIRST PODIUM HONOURS ON FOUR WHEELS 
After coming seventh overall in 2016, Cyril Despres and David 
Castera shared the Dakar Rally’s podium celebrations for the first 
time on four wheels after previously securing five and three bike 
victories respectively. The crew of the N°307 PEUGEOT 3008DKR 
also recorded their first fastest time in the car category and even 
appeared at the top of the provisional leader board on the 
evening of Day 4 after one of the 2017 event’s most selective 
stages, hinting that there’s still plenty more to come from the 
French pair. 
 
UNFORTUNATE EARLY EXIT 
After providing further evidence of their speed, Sainz/Cruz were in 
the process of easing into the provisional lead when they were 
unfortunately eliminated. Damage sustained by the N°304 car in 
a series of rolls on Stage 4 proved too much for the mechanics to 
repair within the authorised time and the Spaniards were forced 
to hand in their timecard at the bivouac in Tupiza. 
 
A WORTHY SUCCESSOR 
The PEUGEOT 3008DKR successfully took over the baton from 
last year’s winning car – the PEUGEOT 2008DKR – to make an 
immediate mark on the world’s toughest cross-country rally. The 
two-wheel drive car warded of its all-wheel drive opposition to 
reveal the value of the technical configuration chosen by Team 
Peugeot Total. In spite of unfavourable changes to the 
regulations (bigger air restrictor), work on the car’s engine and 
suspension in recent months paid big dividends. At the same 
time, the switch to a body shape derived from that of the 
Peugeot 3008 SUV permitted an aerodynamic package which 
favoured high top speeds. 
 
A SOLID GOLD DAKAR RECORD 
Team Peugeot Total’s one-two-three finish on the 2017 event is 
the latest in a long list of Dakar Rally successes for the brand. It 
is PEUGEOT’s sixth overall victory and its second podium lockout 
from seven participations. 
 
PEUGEOT’s Dakar record: 
1987: 1

st
, Vatanen/Giroux (205 T16 Grand Raid) 

1988: 1
st

, Kankkunen/Piironen (205 T16 Grand Raid) 
1989: 1

st
 and 2

nd
, Vatanen/Berglund (405 T16 Grand Raid) and 

Ickx/Tarin (405 T16 Grand Raid) 
1990: 1

st
, 2

nd
 and 3

rd
, Vatanen/Berglund (405 T16 Grand Raid), 

Waldegard/Fenouil (405 T16 Grand Raid) and 
Ambrosino/Baumgartner (205 T16 Grand Raid) 
2016: 1

st
, Peterhansel/Cottret (2008DKR) 

2017: 1
st

, 2
nd

 and 3
rd

, Peterhansel/Cottret, Loeb/Elena and 
Despres/Castera (3008DKR)  
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2017 DAKAR RALLY STATISTICS 
COUNTRIES VISITED: Paraguay, Bolivia and Argentina. 
TOTAL DISTANCE COVERED: 8,823km (12 legs), including 2,759km divided into 10 stages. 
STAGE VICTORIES: nine for the PEUGEOT 3008DKR out of 10 stages contested. Loeb/Elena: 5 (Stages 2, 5, 8, 11 
and 12) / Peterhansel/Cottret: 3 (Stages 3, 7 and 11) / Despres/Castera: 1 (Stage 4).  
STAGE ONE-TWOS and ONE-TWO-THREES: six one-twos (Stages 3, 7, 8, 10, 11 and 12), including three one-
two-threes (Stages 3, 8 and 10). 
LEADERS: Loeb/Elena (after Legs 2, 3 et 8), Despres/Castera (after Leg 4), Peterhansel/Cottret (after Legs 5, 7, 10, 
11 and 12). 
TOP SPEED: 203kph (Stage 2) 
MAXIMUM TEMPERATURE: 45°C (Leg 2) 
 
 
CLASSIFICATION – LEG 12: 
1. LOEB Sébastien (FRA) / ELENA Daniel (MON), PEUGEOT 3008DKR, 28m55s 
2. PETERHANSEL Stéphane (FRA) / COTTRET J-P. (FRA), PEUGEOT 3008DKR, +0m19s 
3. DE VILLIERS Giniel (ZAF) / VON ZITZEWITZ Dirk (ZAF), Toyota Hilux, +0m30s 
4. DESPRES Cyril (FRA) / David CASTERA (FRA), PEUGEOT 3008DKR, +0m53s 
5. RAUTENBACH Conrad (ZWE) / HOWIE Robert (ZWE), Toyota, +1m0s 
 
DAKAR 2017 FINAL OVERALL POSITIONS - AFTER LEG 12: 
1. PETERHANSEL Stéphane (FRA) / COTTRET J-P. (FRA), PEUGEOT 3008DKR, 28h49m30s 
2. LOEB Sébastien (FRA) / ELENA Daniel (MON), PEUGEOT 3008DKR, +5m13s 
3. DESPRES Cyril (FRA) / David CASTERA (FRA), PEUGEOT 3008DKR, +33m28s 
4. ROMA Nani (ESP) / HARO Bravo (ESP), Toyota Hilux, +1h16m43s 
5. DE VILLIERS Giniel (ZAF) / VON ZITZEWITZ Dirk (ZAF), Toyota Hilux, +1h49m48s 

 
“QUOTE, UNQUOTE…” 
 
Bruno Famin, Peugeot Sport Director, Team Manager Peugeot Total  
“After such an emphatic win today, it’s obviously been a positive event for us. We got three cars onto the podium and 
that’s an accomplishment PEUGEOT and everyone at Peugeot Sport can be proud of. The 3008DKR won the Dakar 
at first attempt, so there’s every reason to be pleased with the jobs performed by everyone in the team, from the 
mechanics to the crews. We functioned as a single unit and team spirit prevailed, not only on the rally but also during 
the design, preparation and servicing of the cars. The drivers and co-drivers never hesitated to help each other out, to 
an even greater extent than last year. Everybody feared this year’s Dakar – justifiably in my opinion. This tension led 
the members of the team to work even more closely together and the reward is a fantastic overall team result. As far 
as the car is concerned, the biggest step forward was its reliability. We didn’t have any mechanical issues, with the 
exception of a small problem which, it can be said, deprived Loeb an Elena of the win. All our work upstream of the 
event paid off in the form of enhanced performance. I know it can bring added stress but, for me, the thought of 
issuing team orders was inconceivable. As a result, everyone was able to savour the intensity of the fight to the end, 
including with the crews themselves!” 
 
Stéphane Peterhansel (PEUGEOT 3008DKR #300) 
Overall: 1

st
 / Leg 12: 2

nd
  

“This is a superb win for PEUGEOT and I was delighted to have such an exceptional car. I was also glad that Bruno 
Famin didn’t issue any team orders. It was an open fight all the way to the finish. We faced stiff competition, not only 
from our own team-mates, with three other strong drivers in the squad, but also from the other teams. It didn’t take 
long for an initial hierarchy to emerge, though, and soon there were just four, then two drivers challenging for the 
victory. My duel with Sébastien was intense and also quite stressful. At the same time, we had tremendous fun 
driving. It was never easy because Sébastien is a proven champion and extremely fast, and he has plenty of 
experience of managing from in front, so it was never straightforward for us, as can be seen by the small gap that 
separated us at the finish.” 
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 Sébastien Loeb (PEUGEOT 3008DKR #309) 
Overall: 2

nd
 / Leg 12: 1

st
  

“It was a good event for us and, even though we ended up second, we were involved in the thick of the fight for first 
place from start to finish. After the small engine problem we suffered early on, we never stopped pushing. It was very 
exciting because we were flat out all the time, especially on the anti-penultimate and penultimate stages. It was a 
tremendous rally. It’s a shame our scrap ended when I punctured yesterday. Overall, we had great fun and we ended 
up second on what turned out to be a highly complex event, while PEUGEOT ended up first, second and third. That’s 
an extraordinary team result!” 
 
Cyril Despres (PEUGEOT 3008DKR #307) 
Overall: 3

rd
 / Leg 12: 4

th
  

“For us, finishing on the Dakar podium for the first time on four wheels feels like the start of a new chapter in our 
careers. Everyone in the team worked so hard all year-long and I am on the podium after only my third attempt at 
the Dakar in a car. That’s due in part to the great car I had. It ran perfectly and the drivers who finished ahead of us 
were none other than Stéphane Peterhansel and Sébastien Loeb, so there’s nothing to be ashamed of there! I need to 
keep working to be even faster on all the different types of terrain if I want to climb one or two places on the podium. 
David and I intend to put in whatever work is necessary to achieve that!”  
 
Carlos Sainz (PEUGEOT 3008DKR #304) 
Retired after Leg 4 
“I am delighted for PEUGEOT, and congratulations to Stéphane and Jean-Paul on claiming another victory. On a 
personal level, I am obviously very disappointed to have retired. We had been running at a good pace from the start 
and the PEUGEOT 3008DKR marked a step forward compared with last year’s car. I regret not having been able to 
make more of its potential.” 
 

FOLLOW PEUGEOT SPORT AND TEAM PEUGEOT TOTAL ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

OFFICIAL WEBSITE  www.peugeot-sport.com FACEBOOK Peugeot Sport 

MEDIA WEBSITE www.peugeot-media.com YOUTUBE peugeotsportofficial 

TWITTER @peugeotsport INSTAGRAM @Peugeot 
 
MEDIA INFORMATION 
• News and copyright-free photos of the PEUGEOT 3008DKRs and Team Peugeot Total on the 2017 Dakar are 
available on the Peugeot media website: http://peugeot-media.com  
 
• Best of and inside videos on Peugeot Sport Youtube channel : 
https://www.youtube.com/user/peugeotsportofficial  
- Warm-up : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p16xE6ZPdCo 
- Best of 1

st 
week: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vRHv1BMZ3hQ&t=28s 

- In the eyes of Team Peugeot Total drivers : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kItcAtSzkoY 
- 2017 Dakar home stretch: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vRHv1BMZ3hQ&t=28s 
 
• Team Peugeot Total information in the Media Guide: http://peugeot-media.com 
 
• Copyright-free images and videos of Team Peugeot Total available from the Red Bull Content Pool (for editorial 
use only) www.redbullcontentpool.com/teampeugeot-total 
plus additional content at http://createsend.com/t/r-72865C69955917E02540EF23F30FEDED  
 
MEDIA CONTACTS  
Peugeot Sport 
Aurélie LEHE / +33 6 14 84 28 99 / +549 116 720 10 58 / aurelie.lehe@ext.mpsa.com 
Anne Cros / +33 6 77 30 10 54 / +549 115 326 62 19  
Red Bull International Motorsport  
Christina GAITHER / +43 664 883 797 11 / christina.Gaither@at.redbull.com 
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